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Kandee Harris is not merely “the wife of the director.” She is a phenomenon. She’s an 
excellent cook, seamstress, upholsterer, home interior decorator, inventor, repair man, 
musician, artist, etc. What can she not do? In her 30 years of ministry she has used 
those gifts in hospitality, in teaching children, in reaching out to women and to neighbors. 
She is so well gifted to bless people in very tangible ways. To match that, she has a vi-
vacious, exuberant personality, the life of the party. It’s contagious.  She has great busi-
ness savvy and financial management skills. She’s an encourager and loves to be in the 
middle of things and make things happen.  She’s a “can-do” person. Do you get the im-
pression that Kandee is making a difference in the world?  Thanks, Kandee! 

Meet Kandee HarrisMeet Kandee Harris  

Pastor Tandin Konate and his wife, Martine, are on the waiting list. 

We presently have well over 100 national pastors waiting to be spon-

sored. These are men and women of God who have already been ap-

proved by our national directors. They are serving the Lord joyfully, but 

often with great sacrifice. Each one is praying that someone like you 

would sponsor him for $35/month. Your sponsorship will allow God’s 

servants to properly care for their families, including extended family, 

and often orphans and widows who live with them. In some cases, your 

gifts allows the pastor to send his children to school. Very importantly, it 

allows him to engage himself more fully in the ministry of evangelism, 

discipleship and church planting. It enables him to make a difference. 

Might you be the answer to this pastors prayer? 

PRAISE INTERNATIONAL 
Executive Director— Freddie Harris 
FreddieHarrisJr@gmail.com  
Director@PraiseInternational.us 
Admin@PraiseInternational.us  
Www.PraiseInternational.us  

SPONSORSHIPS/DONATIONS 
Would you like to become a sponsor or donor? Do you 

have any questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Visit our website. Call us: (208) 608-3965 Or email us: 
SponsorshipPraise@gmail.com  
FinancePraise@gmail.com 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rev. Richard Shaw: Chairman  
Rev. Jim Harris: Vice Chairman 
Michael Auker: Treasurer 
Jack Mount: Secretary 
Michael Bull 
Michael Rollinger 
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A Word from the DirectorA Word from the Director  
 It was a great honor for me to assume the directorship of Praise International. My 
wife and I have been directly involved in evangelism and church-planting in Europe for 
nearly 28 years. My wife and I have a great desire to impact as many people as possible, 
to make a difference for the Lord. We feel like one of the best ways to do this is to impact 
people who impact people, the national pastor and his wife.   

 Praise International is a Christ-centered outreach to national pastors who serve the 
Lord in poverty-stricken countries. I believe that evangelism and church-planting is much 
more effective when local pastors with a passion for Jesus-Christ share God’s love with their own people. 
They live with those who need the Lord, speak the same heart language, understand the culture and live 
at the same economic level. Praise supports, encourages and facilitates the ministries of indigenous pas-
tors, who are willing to face persecution, imprisonment and sometimes even death for sake the of the gos-
pel. I believe that this is the most effective way for me and any other missionary to make a difference. 

 My wife and I spent three weeks in West Africa last October. We saw first 
hand proof of this. Pastor Joseph Oulai, Praise West Africa Director, is making a 
huge difference in his village and beyond Cote d’Ivoire! His impact surpasses by 
far what any outsider could even come close to having! Everywhere we went, the 
villagers and village chiefs came to thank Joseph then Praise International for 
making a difference their communities. Kandee and I told them, the thanks goes 
to our faithful & generous donors & sponsors. And all the praise goes to our Lord 
Jesus Christ!  Thank you for making a difference! 

Freddie HarrisFreddie HarrisFreddie Harris   
Executive DirectorExecutive DirectorExecutive Director   

Kandee and I spent three amazing days in Mali. (See photos inside.) Our 
Praise Country Leader, Christophe Dembele, gave us a whirlwind tour to 
meet many of our Praise pastors and to see their ministries. One serious 
concern he shared with us is the coming famine. According to UN agencies 

and several non-governmental organiza-
tions, Mali, Niger, Chad, Mauritania and 
Burkina Faso, the Sahel desert nations, are 
threatened with famine in 2012. Between five and seven million 
lives at stake, 2.9 million in Mali. Pastor Christophe showed us 
acres and acres of millet & sorghum. It was a sight for sore eyes. 
Our hearts were saddened, as we considered the stark reality: mil-
lions will die this year in this very place. Please pray that God 
would intervene. Pray for our Praise pastors and for Believers.  

 Famine 
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Make a Difference! 



PRAISE INTERNATIONAL: 

 It should not be astonishing, but that’s what I felt when I heard that the Village Council decided to 
postpone their regular planning meeting until the Dakoupleu church leaders were able to attend. Amazing! In 
spite of extremely limited resources and what most of us westerners would consider unacceptable condi-
tions, local Christians have become highly respected by local government! Our regional Praise Leader, Pas-
tor Pierre Gono is pastor of this church. He and his church members are living out obedience in such a way 
that it causes the light to shine in the darkness. This church in Dakoupleu is making a big difference. It is a 
special privilege for us to join hands with such people, to support and encourage them and to assist them in 
accomplishing what God has called them to do. 

 Resourcefulness and generosity are qualities we observed over and over again. As we met with pas-
tor after pastor, they would tell us their vision for making ends meet, how to have more so they can give 

more. Ivoirians are hard-workers and the Christians are certainly no exception. They work even harder. They take in orphans. 
They take care of widows. They honor their elderly. They are concerned about the needs in the community, such as good health 
and hygiene, for example, the need for toilets and medical dispensaries. We saw that the church in Cote d’Ivoire is truly making a 
difference in tangible ways both materially and spiritually.  

 Our visit to Cote d'Ivoire also convinced us that we need to help Ivoirian 
Believers link with fair trade organizations, particularly for coffee and cacao grow-
ers.  During nine years of devastating civil war (2002-2011), the villagers were 
forced to flee to the mountains to protect their families. Growers could not maintain 
the crops, which are their main source of income, so they became overgrown with 
vegetation. Now the growers are working especially hard to clear out their fields, in 
order to bring back production. Since Ivoirians consume neither coffee nor choco-
late, they rely upon the western markets to sell their crops. In good times they are 
at the mercy of buyers who pay too little, so they don’t gain much. In war times, the 
buyers go away. Preston Wallace, a friend working on an international business 
degree, is looking for fair trade organizations that work in West Africa. Mike 
Rollinger, one of our Praise board members, who works in trucking transport, is 
also helping on this project. If you have any ideas in this domain, please contact 
us. We saw first hand that when righteous men have resources they can do even more to make a difference. Linking our Chris-
tian Ivoirian brothers with a fair trade organizations will help them make a difference for Jesus-Christ.  

 Another pressing need in Cote d’Ivoire is for help in emergency medical care. The church leaders as well as the regional 
village chiefs have asked if Praise could find them a short-term medical team. The nearest medical facility is 40 min away by car, 
and they don’t have cars nor ambulances. If one were to have an urgent medical need, he could die before arriving at a medical 
facility. While we were there, a Dakoupleu church member donated a piece of land where a dispensary could be built. The 
church leaders are hoping that hosting a medical team in this remote area, might be the stimulus necessary to cause the Ivoirian 
government to salary one full-time doctor. The benefit of having a short-term medical team could be far-reaching. We are looking 
for a medical team. Partnering with the Dakoupleu Believers, we will be helping them make a big difference.  If you can help, 
please contact us.  

IVOIRIAN BELIEVERS ARE MAKING A  DIFFERENCE 
By Kandee Harris 

 I have the privilege of serving Praise as the Chairman of the Board. 
I am also the pastor of First Baptist Church in Caldwell, Idaho. Each Christ-
mas season our church identifies a project for Advent Conspiracy, a deliber-
ate decision to change the way we celebrate Christmas. We challenge our 
families to redirect part of their Christmas budgets to make a difference in 
the lives of others. One of our two projects for Christmas 2011 was to pro-
vide funding for public toilets in the village of Dakoupleu, Ivory Coast, in a 
region where Praise sponsors many pastors. Through this gift to the village,  

OUR CHURCH IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
By Rev. Richard Shaw 

Villagers don’t have personal 

toilets. This large village has 5 

squat toilets that they share. They 

are in horrid condition, such as 

the one above, which serves as 

the church toilet or the one on the 

right with no walls, just a hole in 

the ground and a rusty can.  
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we believe we will have a great impact on another community for the sake 
of the Kingdom, through a tangible demonstration of God's compas-
sion, with a visible contribution for the personal well-being of the villagers.  
We know the villagers will use the funds wisely, providing the labor and 
initiative to construct seven new toilets. A serviceable, convenient toilet 
and bathing facility is something we all take for granted, and it is a privi-
lege for us to help our brothers and sisters in Dakoupleu this way. 

Partner with PRAISE INTERNATIONAL.  Fi l l  out and send us the enclosed envelope today.  

MAKING A  
DIFFERENCE ! 

Praise Mali Director, 
Pastor Christophe Dembele, 
has planted many churches 

including this one. 

We met Moussa, a sorcerer 
whom Pastor Christophe led to 
the Lord. Today he is serves the 

Lord as church custodian. 

Pastor Pascal Sacko,  
a converted Muslim,  
is planting a church  
in a strongly Muslim  

village. 

AUDACIOUS 

Mali Pastor  

Joseph Dakouo 

Village chiefs & even higher authorities  

thanked Praise for making such a  

big difference in their  communities. 

These Christian brothers are cocao growers.  

Our goal is to encourage our Praise pastors and their wives, 
as well as church leaders & members. This is the wife of a 
Praise pastor. She and her sister are very gifted in music. 

This Malian Praise pastor 

is making a difference! 
VISIONARY 


